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All of Eastern's general education courses require writing. Four of these courses--English 1001G and 1002G 
and their honors equivalents, 1091G and 1092G--are writing-centered. In these courses students learn the 
principles and the process of writing in all of its stages, from inception to completion. The quality of students' 
writing is the principal determinant of the course grade. The minimum writing requirement is 20 pages (5,000 
words). 
 
Other general education courses, including all senior seminars, are writing-intensive. In such courses several 
writing assignments and writing activities are required. These assignments and activities, which are to be 
spread over the course of the semester, serve the dual purpose of strengthening writing skills and deepening 
understanding of course content. At least one writing assignment is to be revised by the student after it has 
been read and commented on by the instructor. In writing-intensive courses the quality of students' writing 
should constitute no less than 35% of the final course grade.  
 
Remaining general education courses are writing-active. In writing-active courses, frequent, brief writing 
activities and assignments are required. Such activities -- some of which are to be graded -- might include five-
minute in-class writing assignments, journal keeping, lab reports, essay examinations, short papers, longer 
papers, or a variety of other writing-to-learn activities of the instructor's invention. Writing assignments and 
activities in writing-active courses are designed primarily to assist students in mastering course content, 
secondarily to strengthen students' writing skills. 


