Majors/Careers Paper
Sanders & Tozer
What will I do when I graduate? Is a question that many students start asking as soon as they start college.  The first step is in choosing a major.  But, as you think about this first step, consider what kind of lifestyle you want to have and what is important to you.  What is your passion?  This paper will be a research project on careers and majors—whether you have chosen a major or not, you can explore potential careers.  There are two options below:  one for those of you with a major and another for those of you without a major—who are still exploring.

All students are required to attend Academic Foundation Day on Tuesday, September 30 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. in the MLK Union.  You must visit two 30-minute presentations or one 60-minute presentation and 3 tables at the fair at a minimum.  You may choose to attend more presentations—remember you will be using this information for your paper as well as for your decision-making.  The questions given below should be a start for your research and paper; they are not inclusive, so feel free to add your own pertinent questions.
If you are undeclared or uncertain about a major:

· Take the Discover program on-line.  We will give you the codes you need to access this program.  Make an appointment with a Career Services Counselor to discuss Discover results (581-2412).  Make sure that you take the program right away and then immediately make an appointment to see a counselor because their calendars can be booked  2-3 weeks in advance and we will not give you an extension because you waited until the last minute.  Their office is in the Human Services building on the first floor.  
· Choose one career to learn more about and conduct library research (see below).  

If you have chosen a major:
· Interview two people who either have this career or two professors in your field.  What advice do they have for a novice?  What can they tell you about your discipline or major choice?  

· Conduct research through Booth Library on potential career paths.  What career options are available for your major?  What further education might be needed?

Library Research for undeclared and majors:
Important information to uncover concerning careers:  what majors are most helpful for this position/career?  What courses/coursework/skills are necessary to pursue this career?  What degrees are required?  What certification is required?  What is the typical starting salary range for such positions?  What is the job outlook for this career (e.g., are people in this field having trouble finding jobs or are there many positions?)?  Make sure that you have accurate, legitimate information sources (i.e., the Bureau of Labor Statistics rather than some guy named Vinny’s blog).  
You must use in-text citations and include a list of works cited at the end of your paper that relate to the citations within your paper.  If you don’t know how to do this, ask your instructors or go to the Writing Center.
Your paper should be 800-1200 words (4-5 pages) and is due October 13.
