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Chris Sundheim is a national editor for the Associated Press, 
helping to oversee the wire service’s  U.S. news report from 
its world headquarters in New York City.  He is responsible 
for surveying the top stories in the United States each day 
and working with reporters across the country.  Sundheim has 
coordinated coverage of historic events, such as Hurricane 
Katrina, the 2006 midterm elections, and the return of the space 
shuttle program after the Columbia disaster.  He joined the AP in 
2000 as a reporter in the Indianapolis bureau.  In 2002 he became 
a desk supervisor, and in 2004 he transferred to the national 
desk.  Chris grew up in Charleston, Illinois, and has degrees in 
journalism and history from Eastern Illinois University.  While 
at Eastern, he worked for four years at The Daily Eastern News 
before graduating in 1995.  Prior to his time at the AP, Chris was 
a reporter for the Champaign News-Gazette.

A national editor, a Chicago reporter, and a bureau chief for the Associated Press in New York 
City and Chicago describe what it’s like to work for the world’s largest news organization.

Speakers:  Martha Irvine, John M. Ryan, and Chris Sundheim

Always on Deadline: How the Associated 
Press Covers the World

7:00 p.m.                                  Tuesday, February 12 Booth 3000

Special Guest: George Garties, AP bureau chief for Illinois
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From gay rights to racial bias, from plummeting circulation to “infotainment,” from burnt-out 
reporters to hard-bitten editors, The Paper goes inside the newsroom to reveal the drama of 
deadline journalism. But this is not some big-city major daily.  It’s The Daily Collegian, pub-
lished by students at Pennsylvania State University who, in the course of one crisis-fi lled year, 
face crashing deadlines, ethical dilemmas, doubts and disagreements, all the while shouldering 
courses, homework, and exams.

The Paper is by turns inspiring and astonishing in its exploration of tomorrow’s journalists 
wrestling with today’s national media questions. Do you lure newspaper readers by entertaining 
them or offering them hard news?  How do you deliver the news when you are obstructed by 
wary public offi cials and misleading public relations campaigns?  What is the media’s responsi-
bility to serve the public interest in all its diversity?  The fi lm addresses these urgent questions 
in a gripping story that interweaves the drama of pressure-cooker journalism with the idealism 
of youth.

--Description from offi cial website:  http://www.thepaperdocumentary.com

Run time: 78 minutes

This fi lm is presented in conjunction with the Booth Library Film Series.  Further information 
and a schedule of upcoming screenings are available on the library’s website.
 

The Paper
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A documentary fi lm by Aaron Matthews
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