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Invisible People:  
Does Race Matter in News Coverage?
A panel of professional and student journalists discuss the issues and challenges they face 
to ensure minority representation in news coverage.  Topics covered include using sources, 
avoiding stereotyping and personal biases, and balancing ethics and subjectivity.
Speakers:  Gerri Berendzen, Larissa Chinwah, Jameel Naqvi, and Marco Santana

Gerri Berendzen is copy 
desk chief at the Quincy 
Herald-Whig, where she su-
pervises a universal editing/
design desk and is respon-
sible for copy desk staff 
development.   Berendzen is 
a member of the American 
Copy Editors Society execu-
tive committee.

Marco Santana is a senior 
journalism major from Car-
pentersville, Illinois, where 
he attended Dundee-Crown 
High School.  At Eastern, 
he has held several edito-
rial positions at The Daily 
Eastern News, including 
editor-in-chief, sports editor, 
and campus editor.  Santana 
is president of Eastern’s 
chapter of the American 
Copy Editors Society.

Larissa Chinwah is a staff 
writer for the suburban Daily 
Herald, assigned to cover the 
village of Carpentersville, 
as well as East and West 
Dundee in Kane County, 
Illinois.  Chinwah is a mem-
ber of the Asian American 
Journalists Association, the 
Association for Women 
Journalists and the National 
Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Association. 

Jameel Naqvi is a staff 
writer for the Daily Herald, 
where he reports on two 
school districts in the Chi-
cago suburbs.  He is a mem-
ber of the Asian American 
Journalists Association.
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